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LITERARY GUILD—MARCH SELECTION 


Jubilee Trail 


Bristow, Gwen 

Crowell. Feb. 1950. 564p. $3.00. 
Miss Bristow’s new novel huge, sprawling costume 
adventure that rambles from coast coast and into 
almost every social stratum mid-nineteenth-century 
America. The literary montage that results blend 
the historical and the picaresque that will provide 
diversion for many winter evening but will not plant 
its author among the great novelists. long but not 
tiresome, fluent but too artfully contrived con- 
vincing, enjoyable but not deeply important. 

The action opens New York 1844. Garnet Cam- 
eron, fashionable daughter very proper family, has 
graduated from Miss Wayne’s Select Academy for 
Young Ladies and expected perpetuate her polite 
pedigree approved marriage. But Oliver Hale, 
young and handsome prairie trader, comes town, and 
her innate yearning for adventure fanned into rebel- 
lion much his far-off world romance his 
eventual proposal marriage. The next spring, his 
wife, Garnet joins him the long trip back Cali- 
fornia. 

New Orleans they meet the beautiful Florinda 
Grove (known also various other aliases necessity 
and theatrical career require), whose life thereafter 
provides closely interwoven sub-plot. Florinda has 
crowded great deal glamorous concubinage into her 
twenty-two years, and pragmatic expediency the chief 
basis her conduct; but she deeply faithful 
unselfish friend, and Garnet earns her unswerving 
loyalty assisting her escape from murder warrant 
that suddenly emerges from the past. becoming 
the temporary mistress flattered hypocritical 
preacher his annual pilgrimage into dipsomania, 
Florinda reaches Santa with the newlyweds. 

This town the caravan crossroads which St. Louis 
traders meet the mule trains bringing hides and oriental 
goods from California via the Jubilee Trail. Los An- 
geles, the western end, the feudal stronghold 
the large ranchos held wealthy Mexicans proud 
ancestry; the few Americans who venture into are 
men with past they wish bury. Garnet and Florinda 
join this alien group hazardous trip across desert, 
mountain, and Indian country that perhaps the most 
stirring portion the book. 

first California anything but land oppor- 
tunity. Charles, Oliver’s bachelor elder brother, 
openly hostile his new sister-in-law. She represents 


the frustration his plan arrange alliance be- 
tween Oliver and Carmelita Velasco means 
achieving social acceptability with the aloof Californios, 
the one remaining goal that landed wealth has not 
brought his fanatical ambition become the domi- 
nant figure the province. Oliver shows feet clay 
weakly acceding Charles’ domination, but worse 
than the loss his wife’s respect befalls him. Car- 
melita, pregnant from the eve Oliver’s departure 
from New York, commits suicide after his arrival with 
Garnet; her relatives thereupon kill her former lover 
vengeance. Garnet, penniless when Charles con- 
fiscates the whole estate, thrown upon her own re- 
sourcefulness and the charity four friends provide 
for her expected child. Her benefactors are John Ives, 
Oliver’s foreman and cowboy the strong, silent 
type; Nikolai Grigorievitch Karakozof, better known 
the Handsome Brute, self-exiled Russian with dog- 
like devotion John and John’s Friends; Texas, 
ex-Army doctor addicted drink but rough diamond, 
drunk sober; and Florinda, who has survived many 
vicissitudes (all duly detailed) become Silky Van 
Doren’s partner flourishing Los Angeles saloon. 


The activities incident California’s joining the Union 
are mingled with the basic plot from this point on; 
twenty-one chapters remain, and they make leisurely 
probing into the forgotten past each the main 
characters, but only the central story can briefly 
indicated. After Garnet has borne her child, named 
Stephen, she shares Florinda’s hazards behind the bar, 
using the steely eye Miss Wayne’s Academy pro- 
tective, virtuous advantage but maturing many 
lessons never taught that select institution. When 
Charles tries forcibly take Stephen from her, she 
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shoots him dead; rejects the proposal the Army cap- 
tain who investigates and clears her; learns that Flo- 
rinda’s concealed deed was the killing brutish hus- 
band who burned her illegitimate child death the 
fireplace; long last earns expression devotion 
from John, whose desire for marriage she steadily shares 
but rejects until joined explicit avowal love. 
takes John almost year make sure love, 
and then symbolic chapter has been reached. 
Gold has been discovered Sutter’s Mill, and Garnet’s 
dreams retired security vanish with the plans John 
has stake claim the free wealth. Meantime 
Florinda sadly watches the Brute sail for ten-year 
visit Russia, but she has said goodbye many men 
and she then resolutely sets out for San Francisco 
capitalize the gold rush with new saloon. 


The book shows plain evidence careful work the 
historical background; life the ranchos, Indian filth, 
the hectic ferment frontier towns, and the hazards 
transcontinental travel are reported with absorbing 
authenticity that the book’s chief merit. The plot, 
however, too artfully fabricated for florid and senti- 
mental interest convincing; such contrivance, 
for example, the marvelous discovery after five thou- 
sand miles and five hundred pages that the father 
Florinda’s child happened out all New York 
the very man Garnet was supposed marry surely 
strains credibility. The male characters are somewhat 
stiff, Oliver particular being fickle adaptation 
structural needs; but the delineation the feminine 
leads are compensatively human, and the whole array 
would make good scenario material: Gary Cooper 
John; Shelley Winters Florinda; Jennifer Jones 
Garnet would seem appropriate casting. The book has 
popular appeal and might well make Gwen Bristow the 
Margaret Mitchell Los Angeles. 
interesting feature Miss Bristow’s method that 
she can suggest depravity without smearing brutally 
across her pages. Perhaps Florinda consequently pre- 
serves more wholesomeness than her reputed career 
the demi-monde realistically should allow, but least 
the contrary excess lurid vulgarity avoided. The 
reader visits many environments ill repute, but 
such opportunity for gross realism indecently ex- 
ploited. Miss Bristow content depend senti- 
ment and romance rather than obscenity for box-office 
appeal. Garnet the main prop this respect, and 
with Florinda foil her characterization substantially 
human even though not the everyday world. the 
book has theme, Garnet’s maturing realization 
that true love must have selfish purpose, refuse 
test, and ask for guarantee security. The proper 
public for the book adults; they will find its episodic 
structure offers relaxation rather than tedium the in- 
terrupted reading that its extended length necessitates. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—FEBRUARY 
SELECTION 
Cary Joyce The Horse’s Mouth 
Harper. Jan. 311p. $3.00. 


any one word can serve describe this novel 
would “Rabelaisian”, for moves with turbulence 


SELLERs 


and kind hectic gaiety that recalls the account 
the fantastic Pantagruel and his Gargantua. The elan 
vital that comes spinning out the pages—like one 
those little whirlwinds that catch scatter from the 
pavings and gyre erratically along the streets March 
days—almost dizzies the reader. Gulley Jimson, the 
irrepressibly irresponsible raggedy-man artist who 
the central figure and the teller his life-tale, seems 
always the run, from page page, from 
escapade escapade, through adventures outland- 
ishly unpredictable the moods monkey. Gulley 
Jimson has figured two previous novels Mr. Cary, 
Herself Surprised and Pilgrim—both which 
should now like read, having become acquainted 
with Mr. Cary through this third the trilogy; but 
this quite complete itself, this novel, and needs 
preliminary reading the preceding two. the 
earlier adventures Gulley with the complacent and 
buxom Sara Monday and with wealthy art collector, 
Mr. Hickson, are brushed background. 


Gulley Jimson when meet him, and begins 
talking page one; and just out “pokey”, 
which had been sentenced for pestering Mr. Hickson 
with outrageously naive and terrifying threats 
phone, and presumably for heaving handfuls that 
gentleman’s collection snuff boxes through the win- 
dows his parlor. Gulley pint size, but gallon 
capacity; amoral chipmunk; poor pressed her- 
ring; indomitably gay and inextinguishably alight with 
constantly shifting ideas for gigantic wall paintings 
biblical subjects, half-inspired devotion William 
Blake’s poetry, and always garish primary colors. 
The Fall will, for example, represent Adam cool blue, 
Eve terra-cotta red, the serpent chrome yellow. 
Color, all kinds color, flashes every page, every 
paragraph, Gulley’s eye translates the Thames-side 
skies, rainpools, fish markets, alleyways, people’s faces 
into oilpaints. 


The structure the novel has some the vertiginous 
and frenetic manner Gulley’s own character, 
proper such first-personal narrative. Scenes 
earlier adventures, present predicaments, 
plans for the future come higgledy-piggledy from 
Gulley’s spinning thoughts. But the novel the story 
Gulley, intense little old man full schemes 
for masterpieces mural painting who continually 
being frustrated lack everything needs 
produce them: paints, surfaces, time. Chronology can 
left the Who cares sort 
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out the pattern composition that crowded 
with figures entrancingly variegated hues this is! 
But the method makes bit disconcerting for the 
orthodox. This is, too, book for the adolescent, and 
will likely somewhat rough going for the average 
magazine and lending-library reader. For many casual 
readers will take Mr. Cary’s Gulley Jimson’s bohemian- 
ism, and some his and his cronies’ comments 
church, state, art, justice, economics, morals Mr. 
Cary’s own, and not the wilful improvisations his 
creatures. But Gulley Jimson, for all his ill-smelling, 
ale-swilling, mile-a-second talking, also completely 
unmaterialistic man who wants “collect money 
order have fun instead “having fun 
making money order collect paintings”; heedless 
rain and wind, sockless, and wretched clothes, 
can sit dinner with Lady Beeder completely ease 
and without excuse. somehow wonderfully 
Christian, for all Francis Assisi; any 
other saint for that matter. Through his wild dreams 
and endless talk, there runs thick rich vein refresh- 
ing sense and real sensitivity. Many his observations 
are deliciously epigrammatic. talks 
staccato, quotes Blake—and, incidentally, makes sense 
out some that poet’s apocalytpic verse; feck- 
less, fickle, arrogant carp palace pool; but 
marvelously fresh and credible character; and so, 
too, are his friends: Sara Monday, Mr. Plant, Nosy 
Barbon, Ollier the postman, Coker the barmaid. They 
are all comic creations; but they are not fools. There 
pathos them that warms them and makes them 
glow with life, even though their life more than half 
pagan. haggling with Ikey purchase, 
steal, huge old canvas repaint; his nonchalant and 
half-innocent frenzy decorate wall Lady Beeder’s 
handsome flat with gigantic Raising Lazarus; his 
fight against time cover old chapel wall with an- 
other masterly mural his idea Creation, before 
the old place knocked down, are wonderful inven- 
tions. But this novel, better than any other know, 
value penetrating and convincing portrait 
creative mind work. Gulley Jimson enjoyed living. 
The discriminating reader will enjoy Gulley Jimson. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Coming for Air 
278p. $3.00. 


Orwell, George 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 19, 1950. 


“As soon you think fishing you think things 
that don’t belong the modern world. The very idea 
sitting all day under willow tree beside quiet 
pool—and being able find quiet pool sit beside— 
belong the time before the war, before the radio, 
before aeroplanes, before Hitler” (p. 87). Thus George 
fat, 45, insurance man, father, 
hating his wife Hilda she hates him—soliloquizes 
the question how find happiness the modern 
world. His life, divided between his flat drab 
London suburb and his daily grind the office 
the road”, unfolded for ruminates his 
new false teeth. Warming his subject, probes 
backwards into his own history and that his genera- 
tion, the period 1893 1938. 
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return with him memory Lower Binfield, the 
small English town which grew the son 
hardworking, inept, poverty-haunted father and 
unimaginative, humorless mother. The cruelties and 
ecstasies boyhood, his passion for fishing, his school- 
days, first love, first job and finally the disillusioning 
years service the Army the first World War are 
post-war struggles, courtship and disastrous marriage. 


And all the time conscious, nowadays, that some- 
thing used have, something the world used 
have before the first World War, has been lost. That 
something was sense continuity, security. Not 
that life wasn’t hard the old days, not that there 
weren’t poorhouses and calamities. But the structure 
society, the general conditions governing existence, 
could depended upon remain what they were, and 
keep remaining that way after you were gone. 
But the World War changed all that, and now 
another war, and worse than that “after war”, 
loomed ahead—there were “the new kind men from 
eastern Europe, the stream-lined men who think 
slogans and talk bullets (p. 188). 


The desire escape becomes overpowering. George 
impulsively hits the idea sneaking off for week 
his old home town which hasn’t seen decades, 
soak himself its peace, perhaps little fishing; 
any rate come for air and free only for 
few days his nagging wife, his brawling kids, the 
seething suburb and his own misgivings about war and 
the after war. But fails utterly—the town has 
mushroomed and swallowed his old haunts, the 
delectable fishing holes have been commandeered 
the name progress, the woodlands displaced fac- 
tories, and his boyhood friends dead moved away. 
returns hopelessly his wife. She has, meanwhile, 
caught him out the lies had had tell order 
gain his brief respite, and the book ends with her 
renewed nagging and his own vague puzzlement 
how could ever have thought that escape was pos- 
sible the first place. 


This novel was written ten years ago and appearing 
now the the wave popularity which over- 
took the author few years before his death, his 
Animal Farm and Nineteen having been 
best sellers. easy understand this popularity, 
for Orwell could write, and fought for the underdog. 
But didn’t care for the underdog any more than for 
the capitalist: hated the stupidity the oppressed 
and called them stayed the left but had 
illusions about One his merits 
writer, however, that while possessing abundance 
ideas and while generously sprinkling them through- 
out his novels, never lets them interfere with the 
story. And this particular story the unbending Or- 
well confessedly nostalgic. the same time real- 
istically demonstrates the futility salvation 
escape, either into one’s own personal past (which 
George tries) through burying oneself 
torical past (which the character Porteus, anti- 
quarian classicist this story, tries). 


George, refusing succumb the alternative atti- 
tude “escape through anti-this 
and anti-that, “smashing people’s faces with 
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spanner” (p. the reader’s mind ques- 
tion which Orwell doesn’t answer, namely, “Is there 
solution?” That is, Orwell doesn’t answer this 
book, although has another book called 
Dickens, Dali and Others where says (p. 200): 
“The real problem how restore the religious atti- 
tude while accepting death final. Men can only 
happy when they not assume that the object life 
happiness.” Religion out because few people today 
believe life after death and “The Christian churches 
would probably not survive their own merits their 
economic basis were destroyed”. That, least im- 
plicitly, also the attitude inherent Coming for 
Air. There isn’t any air had. 


The book recommended all mature readers who 
like their meat raw, and especially those Catholics 
who seem think that the more fact being Cath- 
olic solves everything. Orwell’s theological errors are 
easy puncture paper; the dearth living refuta- 
tions takes more explaining. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Burnham, James 

The Coming Defeat Communism 
John Day. Feb. 16, 1950. 278p. $3.50. 
Burnham’s latest work written sustained white 
heat. The author holds that the world literally 
facing catastrophe, even though this term has been 
overworked that often loses its meaning. Moreover, 
states that the Soviet Union winning the cold 
war. Even though its rate gain has been slowed 
down some sectors, the acquisition China and the 
further potentialities the Orient should dispel naive 
optimism. 
The author severely critical American foreign 
policy. feels that both inadequate and too de- 
fensive, even though vastly improved over the appease- 
ment days prior the Marshall Plan. does feel, 
however, that are right giving priority Europe 
over Asia, given the fait accompli China. par- 
ticularly scathing regard the Berlin airlift, which 
regards the evasion challenge rather than 
solution problem. 
The criticism offered this book means purely 
negative. There given detailed plan for successful 
counteroffensive against the Soviet Union. Burnham 
argues that the U.S.S.R. more vulnerable politically, 
economically, and militarily than realize. Hence 
could carry out successful political and economic 
offensive without risking military reprisal. 


Concrete measures are suggested for creating internal 
dissension within the Soviet Union satellite 
powers. The author also proposes stepped-up and 
more effective propaganda attack. advocates 
unified approach, using such potential allies the 
labor movement, exiles and refugees, and the Catholic 
Church. The passage the Catholic Church (pp. 
201-202) particularly valuable the light recently 
revived nativist tendencies. 

One chapter deals with “The Suicidal Mania Ameri- 
can Business”. held that business policies often 


Burnham Ross 


Best 


give aid and comfort Communism. This may 
voke strong dissent from many readers, but the reviewer 
only regrets that the arguments are not strong 
they might be. the facts were known, would 
evident that American labor has contributed far more 
heavily the fight against Communism has 
American business. Indeed, the spinelessness and 
apathy organized business this regard, with few 
notable exceptions, one the scandals our 
unfortunate that the author did not make strong 
case for this thesis could made. 


spite the pessimism which runs through the book, 
concludes the note optimism embodied its 
title. The author feels that will awaken time 
and that the basic resources our side will turn the 
tide. 

There have been many good books Communism 
within the past few years that reviewer hesitates 
recommend another. Yet this book embodies the 
thought hundreds experts who have been disap- 
pointed with our halting, ambivalent approach the 
problem. should read, particularly this election 
year. But deserves more than casual reading. 
thought should assessed terms our current 
policy and the readers’ conclusions might well com- 
municated voters’ mandates our 


sentatives. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Ross, Nancy Wilson Ancestor 
Random House. Jan. 30, 1950. 393p. $3.50. 

continually interesting and well-constructed novel 
that aims probe into the soul-sickness modern 
man adrift his time, Miss Ross’s new novel will, 
likely, much admired and widely talked about dur- 
ing the next few months, least the more self- 
conscious literary salons. only disappointment with 
the aimlessness the philosophy which pro- 
posed balm for the bruised and blistered egos 
people wandering over the trackless sands and through 
the night-dark jungles life without faith, without 
even the awareness lack faith. Miss Ross has 
stated the problem well and considerable length 
first-class portrait man who suddenly realizes 
without moorings and who almost flounders 
flood futility. But the portrait type, rather 
than individual. solution the problem, 
however, fumbling; typical patchwork what 
might call pandemism, mixed with Indian lore, Yoga, 
amateurish labor-liberalism, and pale passive 
tianity that more than genuine. 
With all some better than average psychiatric 
puzzle-play, with healthy criticism 
chology implicit it. 

The rather odd title oddly apt the author’s funda- 
mental moral, with academic reference Ralph Hodg- 
son and Joad. The moral that all men relive 
their own way the pattern their forebears; that 
the quest for inner peace endlessly recurring 
search which each one must make for himself; and that 
the answer unrest the acceptance responsibility 
toward others, “find self service outside self”. 
picture, obviously sincere, the dissatisfaction 
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any man must feel with the mere surface civilization, 
the insatiability man’s mind with money merely 
and such emollients can purchase, the book suc- 
cessful and properly disturbing. But still does not 
deep enough; the solution hints not all 
satisfying, and means secure. 


The author has fashioned intricately worked story 
that succeeds telling several stories, including 
Indian allegory pertinent the overall pattern, 
variations the trite flash-back technique. reduce 
the story itself brief chronological summary takes 
good deal sorting and rearranging, which would 
result something like the following: 


Tom Stewart ran away from home northern Ireland 
and came America while was still his teens; 
wandered from place place and job job until 
settled the far Northwest, Washington State, 
and married the daughter wealthy lumberman. 
Interested and involved the labor movements 
his time, (prior and during World War I), 
alienated his wife and her family. When she died, 
she left two children, Jane and Philip; and they were 
given their choice remaining with their now foot- 
loose father going New England with their 
maternal great-aunt. Jane stayed with her father, and 
called Philip coward for choosing East com- 
parative luxury and good education. Philip has 
always felt sense shame for his father, looking 
upon him accountable for his mother’s 


death. 


Twenty-five years later, Philip New York story- 
editor for Hollywood film corporation, bogged down 
round expensive long luncheons, cocktail parties, 
supper-club appointments with his clientele writers. 
One evening, returning his apartment earlier than 
usual, finds himself alone think over danger- 
ously significant disagreement with his wife; his rumi- 
nations are interrupted burglar who strikes him 
severe blow the skull. Hospitalized with brain- 
concussion, sinks into shattering nervous collapse, 
from which begins recover only after weeks 
daily interviews with patient psychiatrist, type 
Miss Ross studied her previous novel, The Left Hand 
the Dreamer), who finally warns Philip must 
eventually work out his own destiny, and then goes off 
vacation during which drowned. Left with- 
out the prop the psychiatrist and unable recapture 
the confidence had formerly had his work and 
his family, (his wife and one child), decides visit 
the father had abandoned his boyhood. 


Tom Stewart now living hermit’s life tiny 
isand Puget Sound, his only neighbors being 
woman anthropologist specializing Indian lore, Clare 
Powers, who has left her husband; and painter 
modern school, Lawrence Warren, man difficult 
moods with whom Clare love. These two live 
the larger Madrona Island across inlet from Tom’s 
Peachpit Island. Tom has kept alive his interest 
books, living things, people. has also achieved 
peace that satisfies him and is, summer Sun- 
days, something preacher the dilapidated church 
the chief village Madrona Island, respected and 
admired many. has the reputation being 
something sage; and way is, but his sagacity 
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almost completely naturalistic, deistic. explains 
his own retreat from the world, his seclusion from his 
fellow men and from the fight for workers’ rights, with 
the claim that has earned his island his suffering. 
tries tell his son Philip, his easy-going, laconic 
way, that Philip’s peace soul will found only 
returning his work and his family with his new-found 
sense responsibility try make the world better 
for others. After unsatisfactory and unnecessary 
affaire with Clare, Philip headed back his wife, 
though she has written that she seeking legal sepa- 
ration from him, the book ends. The future does not 
look too bright for Philip and his neuroses page 393; 
but the main, adult readers will find this well- 
written and honest, not completely satisfying, novel. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Amory, Cleveland Home Town 


Harper. Jan. 1950. 310p. $3.00. 


unfortunate that Cleveland Amory has not chosen 
remain Boston Home Town has none 
the acidulated satire, none the deadly asides, none 
the exposures human sham that made his first 
book engaging. This latest book burlesque its 
humor, bewildering its set-up, and indefinite its 
procedure. melange Stein stream-of-conscious- 
ness and New Yorker obsession with unimportant dead- 
ening detail. There are portions that are amusing 
enough. There the party introduce new author; 
there the Sidonia Club Women’s New Jersey Au- 
thor’s tea that straight Hokinson; but these bright 
spots only serve illumine better the dark vastness 
between. 
Specifically the book concerned with the experiences 
unsophisticated young columnist from Arizona, 
whose freshness, directness and honesty confuse, attract 
and overwhelm the hypertensive New York crowd. 
Mitchell Hickok fortunate escape untouched and 
unspoiled from Manhattan before Manhattan bored 
with him. God frequently mentioned the story 
but only conversational cog and aid mild social 
blasphemy. There are number double entendres. 
There more than occasional profanity. The exposé 
the publishing game should ordinarily interesting; 
but after The Hucksters and Aurora Dawn and Mirror 
the Wall the stream inspiration running dry. 
Since the book intended amusing and not, 
since obscurity seldom pleasing and this book abounds 
it; and since Amory has fallen below the standard 
set Proper Bostonians cannot recommended this 
book. 

William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall College, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Tallant, Robert The Romantic New Orleanians 
Dutton. Jan. 23, 1950. 384p. $4.50. 


The story New Orleans seems almost inseparable 
from that the Carnival and the Mardi Gras. The 
aura opera-bouffe surrounds with DuBarry-pink 
glow, theatrical, somewhat alien; certainly romantic. 
Built the marshy land that separates the Mississippi 


| 


Lasswell Morgan 


from the great bayous French emigrés, taken over 
gift and ruled Spanish governors for period, then 
reverting French dominion, made American finally 
only right the Louisiana purchase, may well 
appear the least any our cities; yet 
strangely seems more homogeneously than Chicago 
New York. Even the Yankee, after two three 
generations, begins act and sound and think like 
Creole. And eat like Creole; and even try “creolize” 
his name and look for genealogical connection with 
some Marigny, St. Paul, Bienville. The laws 
New Orleans, part the state Louisiana, are 
different code than those any other state the 
forty-eight. Romantic seems the only appropriate word 
for the people the city, since the sources their 
culture are Latin rather than Anglo-Saxon. 


loyal and enthusiastic and knowledgeable New 
Orleanian himself, Mr. Tallant has gathered together 
great deal the history, the lore and the manners 
that make New Orleans attractive its visitors and 
writers fiction from George Cable Francis 
Parkinson Keyes. The reader will cull anecdote after 
anecdote quote, will linger perhaps over the lush 
menus, feel keen curiosity attend one the many 
Carnival balls; will find certain kinship with the 
pride and free spirit the people portrayed. For this 
amiable book. 


The fifth volume the Dutton “Society America 
Series”, this takes its place beside “The Proper Bos- 
tonians” richly enjoyable account fashionable 
folk. However, its price rather high, spite 
exceptionally well-designed binding; and the map-re- 


production which serves end papers unnecessarily 
poor, almost illegible. 


Lasswell, Mary One the House! 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 15, 1949. 263p. $2.50. 


The rowdy exploits Mrs. Feeley, Mrs. Rasmussen and 
Miss Tinkham have, apparently, formed the basis 
earlier novels Mrs. Lasswell. One the House 
another draught coarseness and vulgarity that seems 
pass for humour some quarters these beery- 
minded females shed rays sweetness and light the 
gloom about them. 


This time, they have been visiting Mrs. Feeley’s nephew, 
Danny Malone, New York. Complications set 
when they discover themselves without sufficient funds 
buy suitable parting gift for the Malones and, 
the same time, purchase transportation for their return 
trip San Diego. day the races assures the 
Malones television set least, but second trip 
the track augment their common treasury finds 
the with only enough left bear them 
Newark. 


Arriving there, they naturally hie themselves the 
nearest pub. This happens the Infantry Bar 
where they find its owner unconscious the floor and 
hustle him off hospital. Rafferty has ob- 
viously been down his luck and the trio assumes 
responsibility for the bar his absence. With Mrs. 
Feeley combination manager-bouncer, Miss Tinkham 
give tone the place, and Mrs. Rasmussen whet 
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the thirst the clients with her highly seasoned foods, 
Rafferty’s business booms. Angel, the policeman 
the beat, flutters help, and McGoon, the ward 
boss, who trying force Timmy out the district, 
routed his betters. Blondelle, his secretary and 
friend, armed with five hundred dollars soften the 
journey, directed toward the path virtue. Timmy 
parts from his new-found friends several days later, the 
physical and financial peer the unconscious young 
man they had saved from death. 


Such the plot. would impossible enlarge 
upon the vulgarities, outright and inference, indulged 
the author lard this supposedly hilarious situa- 
tion. The blurb suggests that this book restore 
any lost faith the warmth human nature. One’s 
opinion human nature would have have sunk 
very low indeed find itself revivified reading 
this drivel. Quite the would sheer 
waste invest either time money such ribald 
nonsense. not recommended anyone. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Morgan, Bryan Rosa; Novel 
Little, Brown. Nov. 14, 1949. 235p. $2.75. 

This story violence, but not detective story, 
nor suspense story, commonly understood. Rather, 
innocent conflict with evil, which succumbs physically 
but not spiritually the latter’s vindictive force. With 
overtones “Pippa Passes” and Bernanos’ Joy, the 
story opens with the finding young girl the 
marshes that form the backyard London. Then, 
chapter chapter, her story unrolled Inspector 
her flight from Austria following her 
brother’s death there Nazi hands, through her acci- 
dental observation highjacking murder she en- 
tered London, her contact with various individuals in- 
cluding the murderer, and last her death. 


The law-officer’s investigation (not much 
identity the murderer the reason for which 
the murder was committed) brought him Father 
O’Connor, but the priest was too young and too busy 
have understood the girl her need for advice 
about reporting the murder the police. brought 
him the young and directionless nightclub owner 
who for the short time knew Rosa fell love with 
her and re-oriented his life, only back his false 
gods after her death. the cheap and sex-greedy 
who had shared Rosa’s room the hotel. the 
women whose houses the girl had cleaned daily and 
who had vaguely felt her innocence and force-for-good. 
And finally the racketeer and gang leader who 
sensed her integrity, respected her 
and killed her because she threatened his safety. 


Briefly, each person, even the murderer, whose path 
Rosa had crossed was the better for it, except the two 
innately and wholly vicious characters who first plotted 
her death. But, except for Inspector Lane, the effect 
lasted longer than the girl’s presence among them. 


What the author trying tell not too clear. 
Perhaps saying that world stupid that 
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rejects the redemption the saints offer deserves pay 
the price its stupidity. More likely, the book with its 
careful balance idealism and cold, hard realism 
illustrating the truth the thoughts 
through the -priest’s mind reads Rosa’s funeral 
Mass: “Into this world came the very evil, the casually 
sinning, the rare and blessed saint. 
they passed below the wings Holy Church, some 
few through his own care souls; then they moved 
beyond. Individuals passed, the eternal 


mained, which alone were greater than individuals.” 


This the 26-year-old author’s second novel. not 
likely will best seller, spite its capable and 
realistic character delineation, its clever manipulation 
human motive, its skillful suggestion setting. The 
Bernanos reader will find too obvious; the mystery- 
addict, puzzling. Like its central character, however, 
the book has integrity and subtlety and remarkable 


balance. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Allen, Robert S., ed. Our Sovereign State 
Vanguard. Oct. 20, 1949. 413p. $5.00. 


The average American our present century focuses 
most his attention national and local govern- 
mental happenings and unfortunately the activities 
his own state are relegated position political ob- 
Robert Allen, co-author Washington 
Merry-Go-Round, and dozen other reporters concern 
themselves with the antiquated conditions many 
our state constitutions well the corruption, in- 
competence, and inefficiency that present many 
our state governmental systems. Among the states 
singled out for dissection one finds, Massachusetts, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Ohio, Illinois, Wis- 
consin, Louisiana, Nebraska, Texas, Utah, and Cali- 
fornia. Thus using these states guide, one can 
safely say that similar happenings occur the remain- 
ing thirty-six states the United States. 


The conclusions set forth this book are not new and 
novel any means. should common knowledge 
that most states lobbyist groups practically control 
the legislature. Albany has its ail powerful insurance 
lobby. The Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association 
cracks the whip Harrisburg, while Sacramento, 
the liquor trade and race tracks have the power. Gerry- 
mandering universally accepted practice. One can- 
not deny that rural settlements always have more rep- 
resentation the state capitol than urban areas. The 
classic example such gross misrepresentation will 
found the Empire State. Fifty-five percent the 
population lives the city but provisions the state’s 
constitution prohibit New York City from having more 
than half the state’s senators—regardless this, New 
Yorkers will never tire enumerating the glories 
their state. true that New York does have great 
deal. possesses 12.6 percent the nation’s wealth, 
population fourteen million, the most television 
sets, the tastiest salami sandwiches, but has failed 
produce energetic, progressive political leaders this 
present era. Although Massachusetts portrayed 
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Prisoner the Past, amazing note that 
spite its reverence for Abraham Lincoln, rejects 
FEPC. Such the tenor the book. 


This book written hard-hitting fashion. 
significant passage (p. 78) one finds that the real 
tragedy Dewey’s career was not his second de- 
feat for the presidency. Dewey’s great tragedy that 
started out ardent foe corruption and has 
ended tolerating it”. doubt the author the 
chapter New York has substantiating proof war- 
rant such statement. Again reference the con- 
trol wielded Arthur Samish over California politics, 
(p. xiii), Governor Warren reported have said, 
“On matters that affect his clients, Artie unquestion- 
ably has more power than the Governor”. Although 
this book will not reach the heights Steffen’s, The 
Shame the Cities, Lord Bryce’s The American 
Commonwealth, outstanding book the mis- 
deeds and the shortcomings state government. 


Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


Vidal, Gore Search for the King 
Dutton. Jan. 16, 1950. 255p. $3.00. 


Subtitled 12th Century Legend”, Gore Vidal’s fifth 
novel retelling the search for Richard Eng- 
land his troubadour Blondel, which comes originally 
from fanciful account the Chronicle Rheims. 
sudden change from the controversial and war 
themes Vidal has previously handled, the book ex- 
plained prefatory note the outgrowth child- 
hood acquaintance with the legend the library 
the author’s grandfather. 


The historical basis the aftermath the Third 
Crusade, led Richard while left England the 
administration his chancellor, Longchamp. After 
the climax Acre and unsuccessful assault against 
Jerusalem, Richard was compelled the intrigues 
his brother John return the protection his 
dominions. the course his overland trip, however, 
was captured Duke Leopold Austria, who 
sold him Emperor Henry VI. Not until huge 
ransom had been extorted from England his 
mother, Eleanor Aquitaine, had obtained papal 
against his captors, was Richard re- 
leased. 


Though these facts come into the story, the account 
frankly disdains factual reporting favor tradition 
and modern novelist’s imagination. Medieval politics 
similarly are replaced the central theme the deep 
friendship between Richard and Blondel. The story 
opens the fall 1192 Zora, the port which 
Richard disembarks for his trip across Austria and 
Germany his homeland. Sundry adventures, includ- 
ing fight with dragon, bring the King late the 
year Ober, few miles from Vienna; there during 
convalescence from illness Richard captured 
Leopold’s men. Only Blondel escapes, and his mission 
becomes first the discovery Richard’s whereabouts 
prison and then flight England arrange for his 
master’s rescue. 


From this point Richard little more than 
unseen force hovering over the plot for motivation. 
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Blondel becomes the hero, and the bulk the book 
concerns his vicissitudes, through winter and spring 
1193, sings and connives his way across Europe 
effect the ransom. The action includes stay with 
werewolf bandits; visit Tiernstein castle, where 
sexy and ugly Lady Hedwig insists under threat 
blackmail being seduced; love affair with Amelia, 
peasant girl who yields herself him but refuses 
marriage because she realizes they belong different 
worlds; meal roast sixteen-year-old boy with 
giant; bleeding the vampire Countess Valeria; and 
devoted friendship with Karl, youth eighteen 
who joins the troubadour’s mission. This picaresque 
oddysey brings Blondel eventually England, where 
the Queen’s aid and substantial payment 
ranged for the King’s release. 


The last and shortest the four chapters reports the 
battle between Richard’s French army and John’s forces 
Nottingham. This fight results defeat the 
usurping John, but the concluding announcement 
Richard’s confirmatory coronation Winchester sad- 
dened discovery Karl’s body among the slain 
the battlefield. 


For the wholly successful fairy tale one must lose him- 
self fancy, and fairyland must for the moment be- 
come wondrous and living place that really is. Vidal’s 
story unfortunately placed too much the world 
history, with occasional extrinsic apparatus from the 
world fancy, capture completely the glory 
imagination that fantasy’s chief charm. Tossing 
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unicorns, dragons, and giants without the covering aura 
wonderland which they integrally belong results 
basically real story that makes spasmodic excursions 
through the looking glass. Maintenance serious 
spect for the material avoids John Erskine version, 
but air contrivance about the book leaves one 
damagingly conscious novelist behind the inven- 
tion. Yet recognize that this not the work 
Dodgson means deny that holds much 
delight and pleasant sense escape for the reader, 
The descriptive passages particularly, done excellent 
prose, have genuine charm, and the general effect 
the narration one romantic relaxation. The char- 
acterization foregoes psychological depth and subtlety 
since the action requires more than impression 
abiding male friendship. Similarly, lenient eye due 
the diffuse quality the plot and the transfer hero; 
object such features would judge the book 
modern novel, which does not pretend be. 
Even though not entirely successful its fairyland, the 
story wholesome and satisfying change 
lem fiction sensational naturalistic kind. The 
Hedwig and Amelia episodes are not lurid, but their 
presence—scarcely excused the attempt equate 
them with the unmoral conventionalism medieval 
romance unfortunately excludes the juveniles who 
might otherwise join adults enjoyably reading the 


book. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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